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Private Schools Voluntarily Live Up to Higher Operating Standards

FACT: One-hundred 

twenty three (123) 

private schools in 

Utah are accredited 

by the Northwest 

Association of  

Independent Schools

THE ABC’S OF VOUCHERS – ACCREDITATION

Most private schools in Utah are currently accredited by the same agency as public 
schools.

School accreditation is an admin- 
 istrative tool used by schools to es-

tablish, and live up to, “best practices” 
standards.  It works like other licensing 
processes – certification does not ensure 
quality but it does set an expectation for 
good operating practices.  Most pro-
fessions have their association.  For in-
stance, a person may have a real estate 
license but not all real estate agents are 
“Realtors,” meaning they are members 
in good standing of the Utah Associa-
tion of Realtors.

The Northwest Association of Indepen-
dent Schools (NAIS) is the accrediting 
agency for the Utah public school system.  
It also serves as the accrediting agency 
for Utah’s private schools that seek this 
acknowledgment.  Most private schools 
in Utah are accredited by the NAIS.

The Utah State Office of Education main-
tains a list of 139 private schools, 92 of 
which are accredited by NAIS.  However, 
31 NAIS-accredited private schools are 

not included on the Office of Education 
list.  This means is that approximately 
72.4 percent of Utah private schools are 
accredited through NAIS.

HB 148 requires each participating pri-
vate school to inform voucher users of 
their accreditation status.

Private School Accreditation

Accredited             Not Accredited

72.4%

27.6%


