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Cost Per Kilowatt Hour

57 31.1 165.5 46.7 27.1 30.1

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

Geothermal Wind Solar Natural Gas Coal Nuclear

Cents per Hour

Keeping electricity affordable is a 

major issue for Utah’s indigent. 

For them, higher utility costs mean 

they have to choose between feed-

ing their family and keeping their 

family warm. While it is certainly 

inconvenient for middle-class and 

upper-class Utahns to pay higher 

power bills, they generally have the 

financial means to make ends meet. 

In this light, nuclear power is one of 

the best sources of electricity for our 

neighbors in need. 

In terms of overall cost to produce 

electricity, nuclear power is the sec-

ond least expensive.1 The bulk of our 

utility bill, however, is determined by 

the cost to fuel, operate, and main-

tain a power plant, not the cost to 

build it. When plant construction 

costs are factored out, the affordabil-

ity of nuclear power becomes even 

more pronounced.2 Relative to all 

other energy sources, save one, reli-

ance on nuclear power would mean 

lower utility bills – between 31 per-

cent and 229 percent lower.3

The Core of Nuclear Power:  Affordability

Nuclear energy will provide affordable electricity that will keep utility costs low for those 
in need.

FACT:  Electricity 
from nuclear power 

is between 31 and 
229 percent cheaper 

than electricity from 
other power sources
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In terms of production costs, nuclear power is more af-

fordable than all other options except wind. Unfortunately, 

wind power will, at best, only be able to provide about 

1/3 of Utah’s current electrical needs, meaning that wind 

power will be unable to keep utility costs down for the 

poor as demand in Utah grows.4 This leaves nuclear ener-

gy as the best source of electricity available to keep power 

bills affordable.

Unlike wind energy, nuclear energy is both plentiful and 

reliable. Uranium provides an abundant source of nuclear 

fuel, which means that nuclear power plants can gener-

ate electricity continuously. Additionally, because the costs 

of nuclear power are less sensitive to fuel prices, nuclear 

power will keep utility costs consistent, avoiding spikes in 

power bills that stretch the resources of those living from 

month to month even further.5

The inexpensive cost of producing electricity from nuclear 

energy makes it an affordable source of power for those 

in need. If the costs of electricity increase, some Utahns 

will not be able to feed and clothe their families, let alone 

improve their economic situation. Public policy that en-

courages nuclear power will strengthen the economic 

situation of Utahns most in need.
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