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Recent analyses of climate-change 

  policies have begun to tackle 

questions of how much the fight 

against global warming will cost.1  

Among other conclusions, their find-

ings indicate that combating global 

warming will mean higher power bills 

and gas prices, adding as much as 

$1 per gallon to already spiraling 

gas prices.  

Ironically, activists have used these 

reports to advocate for policies to 

fight global warming, two of which 

surfaced in Congress last year.2  Giv-

en the significant costs required to 

fight global warming, the Congres-

sional debate begs the question of 

how costly will these policies be for 

Utah?  Preliminary analyses suggest 

that the price tag will be significant.

Both federal bills attempt to fight 

global warming by creating limits on 

greenhouse gas emissions and then 

issuing pollution permits, which busi-

nesses can trade as they desire. The 

cost to Utah of the first of these bills, 

numbered S.1766, is likely to be in 

the range of $361 million to $2.3 bil-

lion dollars over 21 years, or between 

$17 million and $109 million per 

year.3 That is the equivalent of 295 to 

1,875 Utah families losing their entire 

income for over two decades!4

The costs associated with the sec-

ond bill, numbered S.2191, are 

also staggering. If the bill were en-

acted, by 2030 it is estimated that 

as many as 37,479 Utahns will have 

lost their jobs and that those still em-

ployed will have seen their incomes 
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drop between $3,780 and $6,893 per year. At the same 

time, electric-utility bills will have jumped between 96 

and 133 percent.5

Earlier this year, state leaders enacted a policy requiring 

public utilities to produce 20% of their electricity from re-

newable energy.6  Fortunately for Utahns, they created an 

exception to this mandate for legitimate cost-effectiveness 

considerations.  They also wisely did not penalize public 

utilities for acquiring pollution-free nuclear energy, which 

is more affordable than many other forms of green en-

ergy.7  However, given the projected costs, Utahns should 

be wary of any policy that mandates a fight against global 

warming.  In any such fight, it seems, Utah’s economic 

casualties will be high.
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