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I GLOBAL WARMING “FACTS” JUST DON'T ADD UP I

FACT: GLACIERS IN
GREENLAND ARE GETTING

5.4 CENTIMETERS
THICKER EVERY YEAR
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warming are, in fact, myths.

Scientific research shows that the “facts” used by advocates as evidence of global

/A\c’rivis’rs often claim that evidence
of the dramatic effects of global
warming is already available today.
Declining polar bear populations
and melting glaciers are served up
as prime examples of the “proof” of
global warming. However, the use of
such claims to advocate policies that
will restrict many Utahns’ basic liber-
ties, from the choice of what cars can
be driven to the choice of what light
bulbs can be used, begs the ques-
tion of how factually-based is their

evidence? In short: Itisn't.

Recent Sea Level Rise

Overall

From Glaciers

There has actually been general
agreement that polar bear popula-
tions have been increasing in recent
years.! Further, recent academic re-
search has found that, in every case,
studies predicting that this upward
trend will reverse have been based
on false assumptions and have fol-
lowed unscientific research practic-
es.? These same researchers predict
that, based on scientific methods,
polar bear populations will continue
to grow. This prediction agrees with

available anecdotal evidence.?

Conversely, other anecdotal examples
of Greenland’s and Antarctica’s melt-
ing glaciers are commonly used to
show that global warming is occurring
and will lead to disastrous increases
in sea level in the near future.* The
scientific research on this point, how-
ever, has at best yielded mixed results,
with some studies finding that these

glaciers are actually growing.

One recent study found that glacial
melting has contributed only 12%

to the rise in sea levels of 3 millime-
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ters per year.®> Another study found that glacial thinning
in areas of Antarctica has been offset by glacial thicken-
ing in others, and yet another study found that glaciers in
Greenland have been thickening at a rate of about five

centimeters per year.®

The scientific research clearly shows that stories of van-
ishing polar bears and disappearing glaciers are more
hype than fact. Instead, the evidence suggests that polar
bears are thriving and that Mother Nature is finding ways
to care for its glaciers. The evidence also illustrates that
it is important that we move beyond the spectacular sto-
ries and misleading information that are so prevalent in
environmental policy debates so that we can make wise
policy decisions that balance the freedom of Utahns with

the need for proper stewardship of our state’s resources.
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