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| NATURAL RESOURCES: LIGHTING OUR FUTURE

FACT: ABOUT 98 PERCENT
OF THE ELECTRICITY THAT

POWERS UTAH HOMES AND
BUSINESSES CURRENTLY
COMES FROM FOSSIL FUELS

Utah’s near-term energy future depends on natural resources, fossil fuels in particular,

to power Utah homes and businesses.

ossil fuels, such as coal, natural
Fgos, and petroleum, are currently
the most reliable source of affordable
electricity in Utah. Historically, these
three sources have produced almost
95 percent of Utah's electricity.’
More recently, that figure has risen to
over 98 percent.? Utah's reliance on
fossil fuels as a source of consistent,
affordable power has not been mis-
placed. Relative to renewable energy,
fossil fuels are unmatched sources of

abundant, reliable power.

Several renewable power sources ex-
ist that could possibly provide electric-
ity to Utah’s homes and businesses:
solar, wind, hydroelectric, biomass,
and geothermal. Solar and wind en-
ergy, however, are unreliable as ma-
jor sources of electricity. Solar energy
provides useful power when the sun
is out, but if heavily relied upon in
Utah would leave families freezing
in the dark on overcast winter days.
Similarly, wind energy provides pow-
er only when the wind blows, and it is
unlikely that wind energy could meet

Utah’s growing electrical demands.

A telling estimate is that, even using
generous figures, Utah’s total wind-
power potential could meet only 35
percent of Utah's present electric-
ity needs.® This percentage will only

shrink as Utah’s population grows.

Other renewable power sources have
different drawbacks that make them
incompatible with Utah’s near-future
electricity needs. Hydroelectric energy
(i.e. damming rivers) has little room
for expansion in Utah, as most good

sources have been tapped. Biomass
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energy, if relied upon heavily, would require large tracts of
land and is likely to raise already rising food prices for Utah
families.* Geothermal energy is, by and large, an unknown
quantity. However, in the short-term, geothermal would
require significant tax increases to support research and
development, which will damage Utah’s economy, in order

to make it viable on a large scale.®

The message of these facts is clear: renewable energy can
at best supplement, but not replace, fossil fuels as Utah’s
major source of affordable electricity in the foreseeable
future. Is there value in diversifying and supplementing
Utah's energy portfolio with alternative sources of energy?
Of course. But in order to make wise policy decisions con-
cerning Utah's near-future power needs, we must recognize
the fact that fossil fuels are one of the only viable sources
for the abundant, affordable power that is required for

Utah families and businesses to live and prosper.
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