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I NUCLEAR POWER: RADIATING ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR UTAH

FACT: THE AVERAGE
NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

EMPLOYEE MAKES /79 PER-
CENT MORE THAN UTAH'S
AVERAGE ANNUAL INCOME
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Utah families.

Establishing nuclear power in Utah will mean thousands of high-paying jobs for

dding nuclear energy to Utah’s
energy portfolio will bring many
benefits to Utah. Not only will it
generate affordable, pollution-free
electricity, but it will also strengthen
Utah’s economy through the high-
paying jobs it will create. The aver-
age salary of a nuclear power plant
employee is $64,000, which is 79
percent higher than Utah's average
annual income.! However, the eco-
nomic benefits of nuclear power will
be felt by more than just those work-

ing at a nuclear power plant.

Average Annual Income

Avg. Utah
Salary
$35,784

In 2004, two economists studied the
economic impact of a 1,770 mega-
watt nuclear plant in North Carolina.?
They found that the plant supported
2,030 jobs spread across four sepa-
rate counties, including jobs at the
plant itself as well as at businesses
providing support services to the
plant. The added economic output

from the nuclear plant in 2003 was

over $900 million.

Utah should expect similar, if not

greater, economic benefits from

nuclear power-plant construction.
For instance, a nuclear power plant
being proposed for eastern Utah is
projected to produce at least 3,000
megawatts.® The larger scale of
the plant project will translate into
a larger economic impact, creat-
ing even more jobs than the North
Carolina plant. With an average in-
come in Utah’s eastern counties that
is lower than Utah’s average annual
income, the economic boost to the

area should be significant.*
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In addition to creating high-paying jobs in Utah, nuclear
power will also generate the inexpensive electricity neces-
sary to keep Utah’s economy attractive for businesses.®
Utah's utility rates are among the lowest in the nation —
fourth out of 50.¢ If our rates increase, businesses will
hire fewer employees or relocate altogether, and Utah's

economy will suffer as a result.

Recent public opinion polls have shown that Utahns are
beginning to recognize the significant benefits that nuclear
power can bring to Utah.” While the realization of those
benefits is still several years away, it is certain that building
nuclear power plants in Utah will help maintain the state’s

current economic strength in the decades to come.
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