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I NUCLEAR POWER: “THE OTHER GREEN ENERGY"” I

FACT: NEARLY 97 PERCENT
OF NUCLEAR WASTE CAN

BE RECYCLED TO PRODUCE
MORE NUCLEAR FUEL

energy demands.

Nuclear power is an environmentally-friendly approach to meeting Utah’s growing

Nucleor energy provides an en-

vironmentally-friendly way to
generate power in Utah. Renewable
energy advocates object to this as-
sertion based on the fact that nuclear
power plants generate nuclear waste,
but their objections are without mer-
it. The problem of nuclear waste in
Utah is, first and foremost, a problem
of unnecessary federal government

regulations.

Approximately 97 percent of the ma-
terials in spent fuel from nuclear reac-
tors can be recycled to produce more
nuclear fuel." To understand what this
could mean for nuclear power produc-
tion, consider this: If the United States
recycled all of its existing spent nuclear
fuel, it could fuel all of its nuclear pow-
er plants (which supply 20 percent of
US electrical needs) for 30 years with-

out requiring any new uranium.?

Air Pollution From Green Energy
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Unfortunately, federal policy has made nuclear-fuel recy-
cling illegal in the United States since 1977.3 Instead, the
US “solution” has been to prepare a facility in Nevada
for long-term storage of spent nuclear fuel. In essence,
the federal government has created its own nuclear waste
problem. If nuclear-fuel recycling was allowed to oc-
cur, the radioactivity and storage-space requirements of
nuclear waste would dramatically decrease. Additionally,
current research and technological development promise

further mediation of nuclear waste concerns.*

In addition to properly dealing with nuclear waste, nucle-
ar power is environmentally friendly in that the process
to generate it creates absolutely no air pollution. While
other activities related to producing nuclear power (e.g.
building the power plant, transporting fuel, mining, etc.)
do produce emissions, several studies have found that
this pollution is less than comparable types of pollution
created by some renewable energy sources (biomass and
hydro power) and only slightly more than others (wind and

geothermal).®

By mitigating both nuclear waste and air pollution con-
cerns, nuclear power is quickly becoming one of the most
environmentally-friendly forms of energy available. Fur-
ther, because of the reliability problems of renewables,
nuclear energy may be the only form of “green energy”
that can produce a maijority of Utah’s electricity.® Clearly,

nuclear power will have to be a part of any realistic plan

to reduce the environmental impact of powering Utah’s

homes and businesses.
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