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The Natural Family Resolution: Questions and Answers

What is the natural family resolution?
1

Whereas, the natural family is the fundamental unit of society and is entitled to protection in Utah by
local and state governments; and

Whereas, the natural family is the locus of the true common good and that citizens of [name of city or
county] help ourselves when we help our families; and

Whereas, the natural family results in healthier, happier, more productive, and more civically-engaged
adults as well as healthier, happier, safer, and better educated children; and

Whereas, most serious public pathologies — including crime, delinquency, illegal drug use, domestic
violence, long-term poverty, and low educational achievement — are closely associated with family
breakdown and disorder; then,

Be it resolved, that [name of city or county], Utah, adopts the following vision as a guide to policy
formation and public action:

We envision a local culture that upholds the marriage of a woman to a man, and a man to a woman, as
ordained of God. This culture affirms marriage as the best path to health, security, fulfillment, and joy.
It casts the home built on marriage as the source of true political sovereignty and ordered liberty. It
also holds the household framed by marriage to be the primary economic unit, a place marked by rich
activity, material abundance, and broad self-reliance. This culture treasures private property in family
hands as the rampart of independence and liberty. It celebrates the marital sexual union as the unique
source of new human life. We see our homes as open to a full quiver of children, the source of family
continuity and social growth. We envision young women growing into wives, homemakers, and
mothers; and we see young men growing into husbands, home-builders, and fathers.

We see true happiness as the product of persons enmeshed in vital bonds with spouses, children,
parents, and extended family. We look to a landscape of family homes, lawns, and gardens busy with
useful tasks and ringing with the laughter of many children. We envision parents as the first educators
of their children. We see homes that also embrace extended family members who need special care due
to age or infirmity. We view local neighborhoods and communities as the second locus of political
sovereignty. We envision a freedom of commerce that respects and serves family integrity. And we look
to local government that holds the protection of the natural family to be their first responsibility.

What thinking inspired this resolution?
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Why send this resolution to city and county councils?

City and county councils typically deal with roads, utilities, zoning, licensing, etc. What makes this
resolution relevant to their typical duties?
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Stay with the housing metaphor. A council addresses structural concerns but does not address the type
of family living inside. How is this consistent with the resolution’s focus on the make-up of families?
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How can local officials incorporate the vision of this resolution in their city or county duties?
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The resolution language sounds judgmental and exclusionary?
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But isn’t judgment and exclusion implicit as you describe this vision of the natural family?
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How is it possible to separate public policy and private lives? Don’t all public policies affect our private
lives?
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Is this resolution modeled after the LDS Church’s proclamation on the family?
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Why does the Sutherland Institute impose itself on local communities?
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Doesn’t this resolution overstep the proper role of government?
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Does the resolution call on women to stay home, have babies, serve their families, and forego a career?
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What does the resolution mean by a “full quiver of children”?
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Are adopted children and their parents part of a natural family?
I n
Do foster children and their temporary guardians comprise a natural family?
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Is a polygamous family a natural family?
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Isn’t that answer simply a polite form of bigotry?
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In the resolution, there is a phrase, “ordained of God,” that refers to marriage. Isn’t that phrase a
violation of the separation of church and state?
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Does this resolution create a group of second-class citizens, under the law, which does not fit the mold?
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How realistic is the resolution, in this day and age, when it speaks of women becoming
homemakers? How can any family household today live on one income?
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Isn’t that insulting to women who choose to have careers and forego creating their own families?
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What message does this resolution send to single mothers?
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How does the resolution make Utah look to the rest of the world?
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The Natural Family Resolution: Line-by-Line

Questions and Answers # 71
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‘... and is entitled to protection in Utah by local and state governments...”

‘... Whereas, the natural family is the locus of the true common good...”
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“...Whereas, the natural family results in healthier, happier, more productive, and more civically-engaged
adults as well as healthier, happier, safer, and better educated children...”
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“...Whereas, most serious public pathologies — including crime, delinquency, illegal drug use, domestic

violence, long-term poverty, and low educational achievement — are closely associated with family breakdown
and disorder...”
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“...Be it resolved, that [name of city or county], Utah, adopts the following vision as a guide to policy
formation and public action...”
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...We envision a local culture that upholds the marriage of a woman to a man, and a man to a woman...”
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...as ordained of God...”
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...This culture affirms marriage as the best path to health, security, fulfillment, and joy...”

The Research
...It casts the home built on marriage as the source of true political sovereignty and ordered liberty...”
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*“...It also holds the household framed by marriage to be the primary economic unit, a place marked by rich
activity, material abundance, and broad self-reliance...”

“...This culture treasures private property in family hands as the rampart of independence and liberty...”
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““...It celebrates the marital sexual union as the unique source of new human life. We see our homes as open to
a full quiver of children, the source of family continuity and social growth...”
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*“...We envision young women growing into wives, homemakers, and mothers...”
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““...we see young men growing into husbands, home-builders, and fathers...”
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*“...We see true happiness as the product of persons enmeshed in vital bonds with spouses, children,
parents, and extended family...”
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*“...We envision parents as the first educators of their children...”
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*“...We see homes that also embrace extended family members who need special care due to age or infirmity...”
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‘...We view local neighborhoods and communities as the second locus of political sovereignty...”
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‘...We envision a freedom of commerce that respects and serves family integrity...”

, $ "1 $ t

Understanding the Natural Family Resolution



*“...And we look to local government that holds the protection of the natural family to be their first
responsibility....”
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The Natural Family Resolution: The Research
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